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rsanee mission should commence without delay. You should seck to
arrange that instructions supporting this initiative be cabled respective
Lid D el saonest,

For Founduir: Emb cequested inform FonONE cantidentially USG in-
tentions, ask for UK comments, and express hope UK will provide such
subsequent assistance as may he requined.

Nher addressees shouild not disclose US plons at this stage.

Rusk

41.  Editorial Note

Latein the evening of Moy 4, (961, Admiral Burke dircoted the Joint
Chicfs of Staff Duty Officer o see thot President Kennedy received im-
muediately the text of a message from Fehean reporting that during &
toachers strike in Iran, L0 demonstrators had clasbed with franion
Army and sceeurity forees and that a nationwide strike spensored by tiw
Naticenal Fromt was possible. General Clifton read the messape at 1050
pom, bul decided not Lo waken the President whe had relired Jor the
cvening. Clifton Informed Burke of this, said that if additional vital
ncws carae frem fran it wowdd be shown to the President, and promised
to show the original messagc tothe President fiesg thing in the morning,
According to a memorandum by Clifton written at 1 1:40 pom., he also
informed Burke that “the President had been worried that things had
been happening that he isn’tinformed about, and that this Jooked fairly
difficet, w0 heshould be kept posted ” Chften’ s memerandum, dhimes-
saggc Fromn Pebran, and o subsegquent messape reposting, wlnel leaiian
military units had been pul on alert are in the Kennedy Library, Na-
fiona! Security Files, Country Series, Iran, 5/1/61-5/14/61.

The f-:}“uwing day, the Embassy in Tehran reported that Prime
Minister Jafar Sharif Emami and his Cabinet had restgned. {Tolegram
1360 fromn Tehram: Department of State, Central Files, 788.13/5-501)
Later that day in Wn&hingtun, Lran was s ussed al g mccl,ing'ul'llw M-
tional Security Council. Record of Action Mo, 2420 Lakei by the National
Security Council at its 283d mocting on May 5 indicates that the National
Sccurity Council had: “Agreed thata Task Foree shogld Te established
under the Assistant Secrciary of Stabe lor Near Fastern Affairs o pre-
poreand circulate a report on the subjoct by May 15 furdiscussion i the



